
 

CONTINUUM OF SEXUAL ABUSE 
 
 

Abuse of Sexuality 
 
-Harassment that occurs when somebody does not conform to traditional gender stereotypes or being 
punished through the use of sex 
 

Witness Activity 
 
-Showing a child pornographic materials 

-Unwanted exposure to one or more other people engaging in sexual behavior 

 
Advances/Seduction 

 
-Unwanted sexual advances 

-Situations in which seductive dynamics are disguised or confusing 

 
Pressure 

 
Being pressured into participating in unwanted sexual activity 
 

Physical Manipulation 
 
-Placing a child’s hand on another person’s genitals or other body location(s) that stimulate erotic response 

-Touching a child’s genitals or other body location(s) that stimulate erotic response 

 
Sexual Invasion 

 
-Insertion or penetration of any orifice of a child’s body (mouth, vagina, anus) with a penis, finger, or an 
object of any sort for erotic or sexual response 
 

Forced Sexual Invasion 
 
-Same as Forced Sexual Invasion, except with the use of any level of force, coercion, or violence – may 
involve the use of alcohol, drugs, weapons, etc. 
 

Institutionally Sanctioned Sexual Contact 
 
Overt or covert sexual contact by anyone representing or perceived to be representing an institution 

-This may include. institutions/agencies such as caretaking, religious, recreational, educational, etc  
 
 
Prepared By: Jim Struve, LCSW   -   Salt Lake City, UT. 
   www.mindfulpresence.com 


